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There is a great deal of uncertainty...

Nobody really knows what’s coming. The
value of the Dollar is dropping alarmingly
on the international markets. The 10% Im-
port Surtax adds even more to rising import
prices. Perhaps I don’t understand the the-
ory of the Balance of Payments, but the way
I see it, we now have to spend more dollars
for the same amount of imported goods. We
have to send more dollars out of the coun-
try, not fewer. Moreover, the consumer now
has to pay considerably more for the same
imported goods and (correct me if I am
wrong) this looks much more like Acceler-
erated Inflation than like halted or even
slowed-down inflation.

The reason given for the de facto devalua-
tion of the dollar and the Import Surtax
was to protect domestic industries. Fine.
I am all for it. But have you ever tried to
buy a domestic lens? Or a domestic Single
Lens Reflex Camera? Even when such a
camera is called “Kodak” or “Bell and
Howell,” it is still made in Germany or
Japan. We simply don’t have an Optical
Industry to protect. As a Consumer you
have only two choices: not to buy SLR
Cameras or Lenses at all, or to buy im-
ported ones. Chances are, you need such
equipment and will have to grin and bear it.
Well, you’ll have to bear it but you probably
won’t grin. More likely you’ll weep at being
taxed and dollar-devalued unfairly. You
will have to pay considerably higher prices
évlithout helping the National Balance
eet,

I started out saying that there is a great
deal of uncertainty. But one thing is cer-
tain: prices are going up, Up and UP.
Every time we place a new order with a
supplier in Germany or Japan, the price
goes up. You would expect a reasonable in-
crease because of increased production
costs. But in addition, the German Mark
goes up and the U.S. Dollar goes down. A

lens with a factory cost price of 160 German
Marks cost about $40.00 not so long ago.
Now it takes more than $50.00 to pay for it.
At the factory level! And the Import Sur-
tax is levied on the $50.00, not on the $40.00.
I really don’t know where it all leads to.

While I had no idea that there would be an
Import Surtax, I did see the erosion of the
dollar and bought as heavily as I could.
This proved to be a good move, perhaps the
only move to save a business like mine
which depends almost entirely on imports
(not by choice, but by necessity). And it
proved to be a good move for my friends
and customers because the pre-increase
stocks will be sold at pre-increase prices.
While they last.

At the time of the President’s Executive
Order, in August 1971, we were running a
Sale with special prices. While temporary
sale prices are not frozen by law, we are
voluntarily keeping the sale prices in effect
during the Christmas Season. Please re-
member that these low prices can be in
effect only on stocks paid for with “good”
old dollars and cleared through the U.S.
Customs without the Import Surtax. We
have a lot of pre-increase merchandise, but
it won’t last forever!

You can still beat the Import Surtax. You
can still beat the Dollar Devaluation. You
can still beat the Price Increase. You can
send in your order right now. Or you can
wait and pay through the nose. My advice:
buy now. And now means NOW.

Earl F. Seymour.

Important Notice.

After the above Editorial was written, it was decided to
go even further. We felt that we should not let the threat
of the eroded dollar stop us from offering traditional Sey-
mour Christmas Price Reductions. Yes, you read the last
word correctly: Reductions! For details refer to Page 3.
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Genuine
Schneider

Kreuznach
Lenses

The beautiful German town of Kreuznach has two
claims to World Fame, its therapeutic Mineral Springs
and the imposing white building which houses the
Schneider Optical Works, the only place in the world
where genuine Schneider-Kreuznach Lenses are
produced.

For many years the plant was too busy prod ucing the
optical components for scientific instruments. Qur
repeated pleas to produce lenses for the Exakta were
answered with apologetic shrugs. But now, for the
first time in years, Schneider-Kreuznach produced
a limited (very limited!) supply of the Exakta Lenses
which have long been the Standard of the Optical
Industry to which other lenses are compared.

The optical performance of these lenses is almost
unbelievable. Sharpness, color rendition, contrast,
flatness of field, resolving power — all are corrected
to a perfection which is the hallmark of Schneider-
Kreuznach. All air-glass surfaces have been treated

with a newly developed AR Coating, derived from
Schneider’s Space Science Program. It improves the
brilliance quite noticeably.

Mechanically the new lenses have also been perfect-
ed. Not just improved. Perfected. The smooth acting
fully automatic diaphragm has a switch for manual
operation. The Exakta Bayonet is now precision
machined from a specially compounded metal alloy.
As Schneider puts it: “The Bayonet will outlast the
glass”. As usual, equal attention was given to the
appearance of the lenses: Smooth Ebony Black with
Leather Grained Accents — they are simply beautiful.

Every silver lining has its cloud. Let's come right out
with it: Schneider-Kreuznach Lenses cost more than
run-of-the-mill lenses. They are designed and made

without compromise and the price tag goes on last.
And the price is higher. Not high, but higher, even at
Seymour’s pared-to-the-bone prices. You'll have to
shell out a little more. But they’re worth it!

50mm F1.9 Automatic Schneider-Kreuznach Xenon,
Stock No. 1877................... $67.50 + 1.25

35mm F2.8 Automatic Schneider-Kreuznach

gléréagon. The best 35mm Wide Angle. Simply, THE
T.

Stock No. 1879................... $76.50 + 1.25

28mm F/4 Automatic Schneider-Kreuznach
Curtagon. F/4? Yes! Schneider considers this the
best speed for a PERFECT 28mm Ultra Wide Angle
Lens. There is a reason!

Stock No. 1880................... $79.50 + 1.25

135mm F3.5 Automatic Schneider-Kreuznach Tele-
Xenar. Superb in every respect. Unbelievably com-
pact. Great.

Stock No. 1878................... $89.50 + 1.25

SPECIAL FEATURE: All four lenses are matched,
optically (color rendition, etc.), mechanically, and in
appearance. All take 49mm Accessories.

Order your Schneider-Kreuznach Lenses with the
following accessories:

Glove-Soft Velvet-Lined Drawstring Pouch . ...2.95

49mm Series VII Filter Adapter ... ..... ... ... 3.95

Series VIl Shade, to match above Adapter ....3.95

Custom Screw-in Filters, 49mm, each......... 4,95

Custom Rotating Polarizer, 49mm Screw-in. . ..9.95

49mm Screw-in Lens Shade. ... ........... .. 3.95
e

SAFARI Foam Fitted Attache Case.

Successor to our original Foam Fitted Case,
because it's BETTER! Impervious to tropical
heat or arctic cold, this new type of moulded
shell withstands impact far beyond the punish-
ment to which a piece of luggage is normally
subjected. Humidity, even rain, cannot damage
the contents because of the interlocking rims
of top and bottom parts.

The SAFARI Foam Fitted Attache Case
cushions your equipment and protects it from
jolts. You custom fit the case by tracing your
equipment on a piece of paper and cutting
the foam cushions right through the paper.
Case measures a generous 17x11 1/2x4
inches.

Previous low Seymour Price $19.65

Now, during Sale, $14.50 + 1.65 Shipping.

Special Purchase:
Smaller Foam Fitted Case.

Construction similar to "Safari” Case but witt
shoulder strap instead of handle. Size 12 1/2x
9x4 inches.

We bought these cases at a special price be-
cause the foam inserts were precut. However,
the cut-out parts were left fitted in the foam and
you can re-cut the insert to fit your needs.
Manufacturer's Suggested Price was $18.50.
Sale Price, while they last, only $8.75 + 95¢
Shipping.

Real protection for your precious equipment
at a give-away price.



Seymour’s-Exakta Follows Old Tradition
Lowers Prices During Christmas Season

Never before has the Camera Business been hit by such a tidal wave
of uncertainty. Never before have prices of imported cameras, lens-
es, and photographic equipment skyrocketed in such a tremendous
jump. Never before has the cost of foreign currency leaped to such
towering heights, leaving us with greatly devalued dollars, eating
away the purchasing power abroad, and sending the prices of im-
ported merchandise into the stratosphere.

In the face of all this Seymour's has pledged to hold all prices of
merchandise currently in our stock, regardless how much more we
will have to pay for future shipments.

And now we are even following the old-established Seymour Tradi-
tion of bringing our customers some Christmas Offers, not only

This is a Special Notice for my

holding the line but lowering the prices! Don't get the idea that we
are lowering the prices on close-outs and shelf warmers: we start
our Christmas Parade with the most popular Exakta Models, fol-
lowing through with some of the most popular lenses.

Look around: Everybody increases prices on imported goods. Sey-
mour’s-Exakta holds or lowers prices!

True, we will have to pay considerably more for future shipments.
True, we will have to raise our prices quite a bit when current stock
runs out. But as long as our stock of pre-Surtax equipment lasts, as
long as we still have equipment which was paid for in good old full-
value dollars, we will play Santa Claus and worry about the future
later.

dear friend, Mr. Procrastinator*:

At the time of publication stocks on most
items are ample. Some are more ample than
others. But sooner or later they will be gone.
Some later, some sooner. You have a chance
to order NOW. Of course, you may wait. But
if you wait and have your order returned
unfilled, don’t squawk!

You will have noticed that some previously
advertised items are missing from this issue.
Gone! And don't think people did not squawk.
Some cajoled, some cried, some threatened.

No use. It's all clearly spelled out: If you
send your order now, you have an excellent
chance. If you wait, you may or you may not
get your stuff at pre-increase prices.

Honestly, I don't care whether you order
now or later. The goods will sell out. If not
to you, to somebody else. And prices have
only one way to go: up! But whatever you,
if you are late, DON'T SQUAWK!

*The Random House Dictionary of the Eng-
lish Language defines “to procrastinate” as:
to defer action until an opportunity is lost.

Important Notice.

Christmas Sale Prices will be in
effect through January 31, 1972
on current stock only. Repeat:
On current stock ONLY.

Reduced Christmas Sale Prices
are not retroactive.

Minimum Mail Order $5.00

Seymour’s-Exakta Lowers Prices

on Most Popular Exakta Model

Exakta VX-500

There must be a reason why the Exakta VX-500 has become our
Number One Best Seller. There must be a reason why
Seymour's-Exakta has just made a commitment for more than
2000 VX-500's. Yes, two THOUsand! The reason is simply this:
The Exakta VX-500 gives the user more for his money than any
other camera. MORE THAN ANY OTHER CAMERA IN THE
WORLD. The VX-500 is a full fledged Exakta, identical in size,
features, interchangeability of lenses and finders, with the VX-
1000, except for the extreme slow shutter speeds and the
1/1000 sec., speeds which only very few people use anyway.

See whether you can resist the special Christmas Price. Give
one, as a fabulous Christmas Gift, to every member of your
family, to every friend on your list, to every business asso-
ciate, and don’t forget your favorite and most appreciative
receiver of gifts: yourself!

Exakta VX-500, now complete with Model N Hooded Reflex Finder, with
Combination Fresnel Viewing Screen with MicroGrid with fully au-
tomatic 2.8 Domiplan $39.95 +7.85 Case +1.95

Exakta VX-500, with PentaPrism, Fresnel Screen and MicroGrid with fully
automatic 2.8 Domiplan $49.50 +7.85 Case +1.95

Exakta VX-500 with F/2 fully automatic Jena Pancolar instead of
Domiplanlens ........................... $19.50 additional

Exakta VX-500 Body, less lens and finder $27.50 + 7.85 Case +1.95

Please Note: All Exakta Cameras come factory packed with Case and the
purchase of the case is mandatory.
3



Mr. Exakta, how do you like the RTL?

They say that Earl Seymour (“Mr. Exakta”) is the only
camera dealer who uses the equipment he sells. They
only say it because it's true. If you have been in our
showroom, you have seen the type of camera work |
do. People say it's good work. Perhaps that's true, too.
When | take an Exakta or a lens with me on a trip | do it
for two reasons: | enjoy taking pictures and | get a
chance to test equipment in actual use.

New Exakta RTL is Different.

All the famous Exakta Features have been retained.
Interchangeable Finders (Prism, Waistlevel, Through-
the-Lens Metering Prism), Bayonet Mounted Inter-
changeable Lenses, 1/1000 sec. Shutter Speed, De-
layed Action Self Timer, Slow Speeds to 8 Full
Seconds, Instant-Return Mirror, but many Exakta

“Firsts" have been added:

1. The new Behind-the-Lens Meter is COUPLED

with the Shutter Speeds.

. Strobe Synchronization to 1/125 sec.
. Film Threading is AUTOMATIC.

bl

automatic release.

when you load the RTL.
. Ultra-Fast (15 Degree!) Rapid Wind
. Hinged Self Closing Back.

cwvm ~NO

lurgy, Mechanics and Optics.

This Technical
Information
reprinted from
Exakta News #1071

Any Questions About the RTL?

Question: |s the Exakta available for immediate ship-

ment?
Answer: Yes.

s0, what does he have to say about it?
. See Mr. Seymour's feature article on the RTL

=

. The new Focal Plane Shutter is ALL METAL.

. Internal or External Automatic Diaphragm Acti-
vators permit use of the new lenses with INTER-
NAL Automatic OR older lenses with external

. Right Hand AND Left Hand Shutter Releases. -
Film Counter automatically sets itself to Zero

. Built-in Rewind Crank, Click-in Rewind Release,
and a great many Engineering Improvements,
based on latest developments in Science, Metal-

: Has Mr. Seymour used and tested the RTL, and if

2,: Iys the body available separately?

. Yes.

Q.: Are trades of older Exaktas accepted?

A.: Yes.

Q.: Can ALL Lenses from older Exakta Models be used
in the RTL?

A.: Yes.

Q.: Can the RTL Behind-the-Lens Metering System be
used in older Exaktas?

A.: No.

Q.: Can Finders from older Exakta Models. be used in
the RTL?

A.: No.

Q.: Is the Waistlevel Finder or the Prism (non-metering)
available?

A. Yes.

Q.

A.

At Christmas time | went to Key West, Florida. There
| used the RTL for the first time. The camera was
equipped with the shutter-coupled Behind-the-Lens
Metering System and had the F1.8 internally auto-
matic Oreston Lens.

| was used to the former Exakta models and it took
me almost a whole day of shooting to get rid of cer-
tain old habits and to get used to the new “"modern”
RTL. And then it happened: after another day of shoot-
ing | had fallen in love with the RTL. It is a delight to
use.

| deliberately took some pictures which nobody in his
right mind would take, such as pictures directly into the
sun. When | got the slides back, there was no flare and
the sun had registered as a brilliant disk. Unbelievable.
| took pictures of a fleet of small boats with a wealth of
small details. The slides showed the most minute detail
in brilliant colors. Incredible. | will have some big en-
largements made and will put them up in the showroom
for all to see.

The quality is there. How about the ease of operation?
| worked out a foolproof easy quick way and found out
that the RTL is the easiest and fastest-shooting Behind-
the-Lens Reflex. The secret: Don't let the overly-
detailed instruction book confuse you! You know how
thorough the Germans are. They write instructions in
such detail that you get confused instead of instructed.
All you want to know is how to use the camera to take
pictures. You don't want three pages of instructions to
tell you how to press the shutter button. Do as | did:
Read the instructions and put them away.

| have told our camera inspectors (and we do inspect
the cameras, believe it or not) to set the top dial ready
for use. Disregard this top dial. When you get the cam-
era, the top dial is set correctly. Don't even touch it
any more, regardless what the “scientific” instructions
say. Believe me, once set correctly, it need not be
bothered with. All you do is set the ASA speed of your
film on the lower dial. That's all. That's right: THAT'S
ALL! The meter even compensates automatically when
you change the shutter speeds. Now that should not
take ten pages of instructions, should it? But leave it
to the Germans.....

How do you take a meter reading? It's delightfully
simple (but only if you disregard the “instructions”):
On the lens there is a part of the outer ring which
“gives” when you push it. It is called The Preview
Button and is located next to the right-hand shutter
release. Push down on this preview button and turn
the F/Stop Ring till the needle in the finder is right
inside the small circle. Your camera is now set for the
correct exposure. There's nothing else to do, believe
me. You can now take your finger off the preview
button and your lens automatically opens up to full
aperture. Focus and compose to your heart's delight
and don’t give the F/Stop another thought: When you
take the picture the lens will automatically (just for a
fraction of a second) close down to the locked-in
exposure reading, give the correct exposure and
open up to full aperture as soon as the picture is
taken. All by itself.

There are two other ways to measure the light. For-
get them! Especially the “third method” explained in
the instructions. This “third method" is amazingly
scientific and absolutely idiotic. Don't even read about
the “third method."” It's straight out of “Laugh-In."
Well, at the risk of repeating myself: the RTL is a de-
light to use. And I've got the shots to prove it.

Earl Seymour.



Exakta RTL-1000, coupled Metering Prism, internally automatic 1.8
Oreston .................... $139.50 +12.95 Case +1.95
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Exakta RTL-1000, with Model RP Prism (no Lightmeter), internally auto-

hd matic 1.8 Oreston ... ......... $124.50 +12.95 Case +1.95
LOWBI’S PI'ICCS Oll Exakta RTL-1000, with Model RP Prism (no Lightmeter), internally auto-
matic Jena Pancolar .......... $144.50 +12.95 Case +1.95

Exakta RTL-1000, Hooded Reflex Finder, with internally automatic Jena

Exakta RTL-1000, Hooded Reflex Finder, with internally automatic 1.8
Exakta RTL.I OOO Oreston .................... $109.50 +12.95 Case +1.95

Pancolar ................... $129.50 -+12.95 Case -+1.95
RTL Bodly, less lens and finder .. ... ... $ 79.50 +12.95 Case +1.95
RTL Body, with Metering Prism .. ... .. $129.50 +12.95 Case +1.95

RTL Body with RP Prism with Fresnel and MicroGrid without lightmeter

........................ $114.50 +12.95 Case +1.95
RTL Body, Hooded Finder, MicroGrid ... $ 99.50 +12.95 Case +1.95
Finders and Inserts:

==l {11

-

% Shutter Coupled Lightmetering Prism .. ............... $79.50 +95¢
N RP Prism (no Lightmeter), without Insert .............. $34.50 +95¢
RP Prism (no Lightmeter), with Insert ... .............. $39.95 +95¢
Hooded Finder for RTL, withoutInsert................. $18.50 +95¢c
Hooded Finder for RTL, with Insert . .................. $23.95 +95¢
RTL Fresnel Viewing Screen with MicroGrid ............ $ 9.85 +95¢
RTL Fresnel Viewing Screen with Split Image Rfdr.. .. .. ..$ 9.85 +95¢c

Please Note: All Exakta Cameras come factory packed with Case and the
purchase of the case is mandatory.

Seymour’s-Exakta Lowers Prices
on Six Most Popular Exakta Lenses

For many years Rokunar Lenses have been among our most
popular lenses. We have included them in our Christmas Sale
Specials at 25% below our last advertised prices. The reduced
prices are in effect till January 31, 1972, but only on current
stock. Please do not wait too long. Try to get your order in the
mail right away. | try to disappoint as few customers as possible
but | will have to disappoint some. Make sure you will not be
one of them.

Rokunar 35mm F2.8 fully automatic Wide Angle

Our previous low Price ............. $ 59.50 +3.95 Case +1.25

Christmas Special . . ............... $ 4450 +295 Case +1.25
Rokunar 135mm F2.8 fully automatic Telephoto

Our previous low Price ............. $ 59.50 +3.95 Case +1.25

Christmas Special ................. $ 44.50 +2.95 Case +1.25
Rokunar 200mm F3.5 fully automatic Telephoto

Our previous low Price ............. $ 79.50 +-6.85 Case +1.25

Christmas Special .. ............... $ 59.20 +4.95 Case +1.25
Rokunar 300 mm F5.6 fully automatic Telephoto

Our previous low Price ............. $ 89.50 +7.85 Case +1.25

Christmas Special . . ............... $ 68.85 +5.65 Case +1.25
Rokunar Zoom 85mm to 205mm F3.6 fully automatic

Our previous low Price ............. $139.50 +7.85 Case +1.95

Christmas Special . . ............... $ 99.75 +565 Case +1.95

...and a Special Price Reduction on an ultra fast, ultra sharp
Telephoto Lens for Bird Watchers, Girl Watchers, Sports Watch-
ers, Money Watchers: 300mm F/4 preset German Orestegar. The
world’s fastest 300mm lens, and, by concensus of users, the world’s
sharpest 300mm Telephoto Lens.

Previous low Seymour Price $139.50 — 2.85 Shipping Charges.
Seymour Christmas Special $114.25 — 2.85 Shipping Charges.



New

The
“Profile”

Tripod

An exceptionally sturdy, yet light weight tripod.
Each leg adjusts independently to individual height
to make up for uneven terrain. Profile legs (airplane
metal construction, to reduce weight). Rubber bump-
ers on legs protect delicate floors. Bumpers rotate
and reveal heavy-duty spikes for outdoor use. Metal
struts between center column and legs add to rigidity.
Gear?d, crank operated centerpole has an 11-inch
travel.

Removable Head with 3 individual adjustments: up or
down tilt, lateral panning action, horizontal to vertical
camera tilt. Everything calibrated in degrees-from-
zero on easy-to-read ‘scales. All 3 adjustments lock
independently. 9-inch-long Panning Handle has the
tilt-lock built in. Left and right hand operation,

especially useful in tight spots. 4" Camera Platform,

has deeply ridged rubber “cushion” which grips your
camera firmly and securely without ever marring it.

The Profile Tripod extends to a full 56 inches yet
collapses to an easy-to-carry 22 inches.

The Profile Tripod is built for the demanding pro-
fessional but Seymour-Priced for the thrifty amateur.
Please compare it, feature for feature, quality for
quality, and workmanship for workmanship with any
$69.50 and then, and only then, decide whether you
consider it a terrific buy.

“Profile” Tripod $29.50 + 1.95 Shipping Charges.
180mm F2.8 preset Schneider-Isco Telephoto Lens.

.Ne\n'rly Released
Accessories for
the Exakta RTL

New Accessories are being released for the Exakta
RTL to make it the most versatile “System” Camera.

A Combination Accessory Shoe.

Clips into a recess engineered into the top plate of
the RTL. Can be used as hot shoe or regular acces-
sory shoe. Comes with detachable PC/PC Cord.

RTL Combination Accessory Shoe. ... $5.95 + 25¢

B Right Angle Finder and Image Magnifier

Face away from your subject. Pretend you are taking
a scenic picture while you are actually taking a
picture ninety degrees from your “line of vision”. See
the subject clearly in the finder for framing and focus-
ing. Unit has powerful magnifying system for ultra
precise focusing. Swivels for horizontal or vertical
shots. Attaches to PentaPrism. :

Indispensable for candid photography. Works with
any focal length lens, even with powerful telephoto
lenses.

RTL Right Angle Viewfinder. .-...... $39.50 + 1.35
Glove-soft Velvet Lined Pouch $3.95

C RTL Focusing Magnifier.

Powerful Multiple-Lens Magnifier with wide range of
adjustment for individual eyesight. Attaches to prism.
Has provision to flip magnifier in and out without
removing instrument from camera. Magnifies center
?f image microscope-like for ultra precise sharp
OCus.

RTL Focusing Magnifier............ $19.50 + 45¢

D RTL Automatic Extension Tubes

Good News for Owners of Exakta RTL Cameras! In-
ternally Automatic Extension Tubes enable you to
use your internally automatic lenses for Close-Up
Work — and the lenses stay fully automatic! The RTL
Lightmeter functions with these tubes for Behind-
the-Lens Measurement of the Light. Nothing to calcu-
late. Nothing to adjust. Attach your lens to these
“magic” tubes and shoot with the same ease as if you
were shooting a landscape or what have you.
The Set consists of two entirely selfcontained units,
each with its own male and female bayonets. Each
unit can be used alone or both units can be used to-
gether for extreme close-ups. First Unitis 12-1/2 mm
in length, second Unit is 25mm (which comes to one
half inch and one full inch respectively).
RTL Internally Automatic Extension

Tubes .........cciiiiiiiinnnnn. $19.95 4+ 65¢.



COLIGON
LENSES

Coligon, Super Coligon, Ultra Coligon — names you

know — names you trust.

800mm
Coligon
shown in
carrying
case

Once more our selection of preset Coligon Lenses is

complete:

135mm F3.5 preset Coligon. ....................

$17.70 + 1.95 Case + 95¢

135mm F2.8 preset Coligon. . ...................

$29.95 + 2.95 Case + 95¢

200mm F4.5 preset Coligon. . ...................

$34.25 + 4.45 Case + 1.25

300mm F5.5 preset Coligon.....................

Coligon.

$39.50 + 4.95 Case + 1.25

400mm F6.3 preset Super
...... $49.50 4+ 5.95 Case + 1.45

500mm F/8 preset Ultra

Seymour’s brought you the first Coligon Lens in
1950, more than 20 years ago. Since then, Seymour
Customers bought and enjoyed thousands of Coligon
Lenses. Coligon Lenses combine two of the most
important ingredients: High Quality and Low Price.

If you are a regular reader of the Exakta News you
will remember the article on preset lenses. Do we
recommend them? Yes. Emphatically. Automatic
lenses are convenient, no doubt. But if the higher
price has ever prevented you from buying a tele-
photo lens, get a preset one, by all means. And if it
is a choice between one automatic lens of 4 compro-
mise focal length or two different preset lenses for
about the same investment, treat yourself to the two
preset lenses. You can always trade the preset lens
on an automatic lens later. So, don't overlook the

Coligon.

....9$138.50 + 14.50 Case + 3.95

800mm F/8 preset Ultra

Coligon

.......... $298.50 + 19.50 Case
(Shipped Railway Express)

And now a new Coligon Zoom Lens:
100mm to 200mm preset
Colignn Zoom $69.50 + 6.45 Case + 1.25

Bonus Buy:
Custom Screw-in
Lens Shades for
Coligons.

preset lenses. They are today’s best lens value.

Preset Lenses, anyone?

Reprinted from
Exakta News No. 970

Let us take a good hard look at preset lenses!
Ever since the first automatic lens appeared on
the market, the popularity of preset lenses has
waned, and as the years go by, fewer and fewer
preset lenses are being bought.

It seems to me that many Exakta Owners over-
look the usefulness of preset lenses. True, the
extra money you spend on an automatic lens
buys a certain amount of convenience. But
nothing else.

Sometimes a customer tells me that he'd rather
wait till he can afford an automatic lens, even
though he could use the lens right away. | never
contradict these people. They know what they
want. Or do they?

If | needed a lens of a certain focal length, |
would buy it. Automatic, if | could afford it.
Preset, if | had to watch my budget. And if | had
my choice of two different focal lengths in pre-
set lenses or a single lens in automatic mount,
I would not hesitate and decide on the two
lenses. )

| don't want to talk anybody out of buying auto-
matic lenses. Automatic lenses are my bread-
and-butter and we could not pay our rent if our
customers stopped buying automatic lenses. |
certainly don't want to belittle their great ad-
vantages. | just don't want you to overlook the
preset lenses. Think of all the pictures you
could have taken with the low-priced preset
lens while you were waiting for that fancy auto-
matic lens!

With a preset lens you set the diaphragm pre-
selector on your chosen F stop, exactly as you
would set it on an automatic lens. The only
difference is that YOU furnish the “power”
needed to close the lens down to the correct
aperture while an automatic lens does it by

means of built-in springs.

Custom Shade  Bought Bought.

for Separately w/Lens
136mm....... $4.95....%$2.35
200mm ....... $4.95....%$2.35
300mm....... $5.95....%2.85
400mm .. ..... $5.95....%2.85
500mm....... 10.95....%$5.45
800mm....... 19.50. .. .$9.25
Zoom ....... $5.95 .$2.85

There are still customers who are a bit hazy
about the term “preset.” Some people even
think that it refers to a fixed aperture, pre-set
at the factory, an aperture which cannot be
varied. Let me explain, in a few words:

A preset lens has two rings. One usually has a
red dot which you set opposite the F stop you
want to use. The lens is still wide open for bril-
liant viewing and focusing. A fraction of a
second before you trip the shutter you flip the
second ring (which is the actual diaphragm
activating ring) till it hits the built-in stop. It has
stopped precisely at the F/Stop which you had
pre-selected. After you take the picture, you
flip the ring in the opposite direction and your
lens is again wide open for composing your
next shot. Now, that isn't so different from an
automatic lens, is it? The preset lens has ex-
actly the same built-in memory as the automatic
lens, even though it does not do the “flipping”
for you. And the lack of the automatic feature
does not make the optics any worse. That's
obvious. 7






