started single-lens reflex photography in the 35mm

field. It started before WW II, shortly after the first

few Contax rangefinder models appeared. The main
thing it had in common with the Contax and Leica at that
time was the fact that it used 35mm film and was made in
Germany. Every other thing about it was different.

The Exakta we hold in hand today is a refinement, over
the years, of a very successful concept. Proof of this is the
fact that SLR photographey has taken over the 35mm field.

Originally the Exakta featured waist-level focusing, a
small magnifier for critical focusing, and an alternate
method of aiming the camera at the subject directly via
a sort of sports finder.

Even with its pipsqueak ground-glass (the same size as
the 24x36mm film format), the concept appealed to many
photographers for a very good reason. Think back to the
great rangefinder cameras of the prewar days, or visit
them now in a nearby pawn shop. They all featured peep-
hole viewfinders which delivered an image so reduced in
size that sighting the camera was more like aiming
rather than framing.

In the early days the SLR was the casiost, and possibly
the best, way to accomplish parallax-free closeup photog-
raphy. Perhaps it is difficult for the reader to remember
those early days in 36mm photography before the era of
the parallax-correcting viewfinder and the picture window
1-to-1 viewfinders we now have in rangefinder cameras.

Thus, the Exakta was a camera with a lot of attractions.
It could do many things its popular breathren couldn’t. At
the time the 24x36mm ground-glass could have been classi-

SENIOR camera in this group of four, the Exakta,
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fied as big-screen viewing. The close-focusing possibilities
appealed to scientists, men who had requirements beyond
pictorial photography.

Like Topsy, the Exakta system grew and grew. The
Exakta group is a loyal bunch and this dependable camera
has held its following while flip-mirror-come-latelies have
been taunting the devotees. You see, the Exakta does not
have an instant-return mirror. Could they? Sure, why not?
But the big question is really how important is a quick-
return mirror. It’s a jim-dandy selling feature and it's a
mighty fine user-appreciation getting device, but what
does it actually do for you if you are not using a motor?
Does it make you feel insecure being alone there in your
pentaprism with nothing to look at?







