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The EXAKTA (the first of the single lens
reflex camera) is in production since 1936,
and has become a reference in its class.
Many models have appeared in succes-
sion, the latest one is the EXAKTA VX 1000.

It is a 36 mm single lens reflex camera,
with instant return mirror, that can receive
a TTL exposure meter, not linked and
integrating with diaphragm open or clos-
ed.

As for most top class reflexes, it is the
association of various features that makes
sense .to the user. This add-on system
enables also the EXAKTA to follow the
progress of photographic equipment.

The shape of the case has been mo-
dernized, into a trapezoidal pattern, with
transformed rounded edges.

The opening of the back is released by
a lock lever imbedded into the left edge
of the case, well protected against ac-
cidental operation. The old opening
button, located at the bottom back of the
case, is now only used as a memory dic
of the type of film in use: half white/half

black circle for black and white film; red -

circle for universal colour film for day-

Center

light and artificial light; sun for daylight
colour film; bulb for artificial light colour
film. These symbols appear in front of a
fixed red point, and a black blank permits
to signal the emptiness of the camera.

The sensitivities are displayed in front
of a mark on the dial located in the
center of the slow speeds knob (9 to
36 DIN, in 3DIN steps, and 6 to 3200 ASA
in double figures progression).

The back can be opened on 190 de-
grees, and gives complete access to the
film compartments. The sliding shaft that
enables the back to be discarded has
been suppressed in order to make the set
up more rigid.

When loading, it is better to get in the
shadow; pull the rewind knob located on
the right side of the base, drop the film
cartridge into its compartment, and push
the knob back in, while turning it if ne-
cessary, to have it mesh with the cartridge
shaft. Grip the film leader, remove the
take up spool. Engage the leader under
the spring of the take up spool (because
of the position of the cartridge on the
right side, the leader is being held by the
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right hand and the take up spool by the
left hand, which is very practical and
more logical than the more often used
opposite configuration). The catch spring
permits the use of indifferently shaped
leaders, or even of film that has just been
cut.

Put the tongue of the take up spool into
the fork of the drive shaft by presenting
it slightly tilted; while setfing in, it gets
into the right position. Check that the
teeth of the sprocket are properly mesh-
ing with the film perforations and begin
to cock (up at least to the time when
the perforations are engaged on both
sides). The film bears then on the ma-
chined slides rails of the case. Close the
back by simple pressure. Surfaces on the
back insure the proper guiding of the film.

As the removable take up spool can be
replaced by a cartridge, and as the body
incorporates a mobile cutter, one may,
after threading the film into a take up
cartridge, shoot the desired number of
pictures, cut the film to develop it and
remove, or thread-in again, the remaining
film. One may then easily achieve expo-
sure trials.
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When the back
release twice.
on the top left of the body, its movement
is relatively smooth and silent at the be-
ginning, getting stiff at the end of the
stroke when reaching the mechanism for

is closed, cock and
The film advance lever is

the instant return mirror. The total stroke
is swept in 230 degrees. One should cock
in a single stroke, but if one stops in the
way, the lever remains in the position
where it has been left.

If one cocks again just after having
cocked, which can be checked through
the viewfinder by the cocking indicator,
the lever moves again all the way and
returns to zero. One avoids then to force
on the lever as is too often the case with
other cameras. From rest, it is very easy
to grasp this redesigned lever with the
soft part of the left thumb; the overall
stroke imposes a slight hand displacement
on the body.
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The frame counter has black figures and
is located coaxially with the film advance
lever. At the beginning of the film, one
brings with the left forefinger the 36 or 20
(or any figure if one has made a cartridge
of a different capacity) figures into the ma-
gnifying window, according to the cartridge
in use. At each release, the counter
proceeds by one step (the dial shows
values every second step). This type of
counter must be reset manually, because
the mechanism cannot forecast how many
frames the cartridge will allow (standard
cartridges do not have this kind of index-
ing), but it is the only type of counter that
does not pose any problem when using
the camera intermiitently, or when using
several cameras: the figure on the dial
indicates the remaining number of frames.
One need not remember whether the car-
tridge had 20, 36 or X frames.

After loading, stretch the film by slowly

winding the rewind knob. By doing so,
the red knurled disc, located on the top
right of the body, will advance at each
cocking and indicate normal transport of
the film.

The picture is always visible in the view-
finder, whether the shutter is cocked or
not, since the mirror is of the instant-
return type. A red signal is visible on
the top right corner of the picture when
the shutter is not cocked.

This shutter has textile blinds. The fast
speeds are set before or after cocking on
the knob located on the left of the prism.
The knob must be lifted and wound in the
arrow sense (which is a slight operation
constraint) to bring in front of the mark
the selected fast speed, from 1/1000 to
1/30 (in standard progression 1/125,
1/60, ..., no intermediate step is available),
or B or T time exposure. This knob rota-
tes during release; therefore one should



avoid to touch it during shooting, but the
reference red mark is on the front side
when the camera is cocked and on the
rear side when it is released.

The EXAKTA is one of the very few
reflex cameras on the market to have a
T time exposure position (opening the
shutter upon release, and closing upon a
second release). One must in this case
use the automatic diaphragms in their
manual position so that they do not reopen
between the 2 successive releases.

When one wishes longer exposure times
than 1/30, one sets, before or after cock-
ing, the fast speed knob on the B or T
position, and one then arms fully clock-
wise, until it hits a stop, the slow speed
knob located on the right side of the body
The stroke of this knob varies according
to the preceding use. At the end of the
stroke, the knob becomes hard to turn.
It is noisy upon release.

One may, after this double cocking:

— either dial a slow speed 1/8, 1/4, 1/2,
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10 or 12 seconds by
bringing in front of a black figure
the white mark engraved on the ring
which one lifts, and then lets down.
The figures for the seconds are engrav-
ed in large size, and the denominators
for the fractions—8, 4, 2—in small size.
In the case of slow speed use, put the
diaphragm in manual, or, if it is left in
automatic, leave the finger on the
release button during the whole expo-
sure to keep it closed;

— or dial a slow speed 1/4, 1/2, 1, 2, 3,
4 or 6 seconds with delay, by bringing
the white mark on the ring in front
of a red figure (the total: exposure
+ delay is then always equal to 12
seconds; 11 1/2 seconds delay + 1/2
second exposure, or 8 seconds delay
and 4 seconds exposure..);

— if, on the fast speed knob, one dials a
speed like 1/125 instead of B or T, and
after arming the slow speed knob, one
dials any red figure, one gets a 12 se-
conds delay followed by the fast ex-
posure selected, here 1/125;

— if, after arming a slow speed, or a
slow speed with delay, one wants to
use a fast speed, it is enough %o dial
it again instead of B or T on the fast
speed knob; during release, the fast
exposure is followed by disarming of
the slow speed timer.

This two step arming of the slow speeds
and delayed exposures is rather complex,
but provides a shutter with 17 speeds from
1/1000 to 12 seconds! (only the 1/15 is
not engraved on the knobs). On the other
hand, this system provides a unique com-
bination for a reflex camera: one may, by
a special operation, rearm without film
transport.. one can achieve voluntary
double exposures.

To do so, one cocks the shutter by
rotating the fast speed knob in the arrow
sense. One turns it by a fraction of a
turn with two fingers of the right hand,
and one blocks it with one finger of the
left hand to avoid its back winding under
the powerful return spring; one can turn
it again by a fraction of a turn, and so
on until the stop where it locks. One may
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ISCO-ISCORAMA, anamorphosis lens in the ratio 1/2.25,
used in horizontal anamorphosis

Vertical anamorphosis
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