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INTRODUCTION

The introduction to our earlier Leica and Zeiss miniatures
checklists point out that one of the problems of collecting anything
is finding a means of knowing the range of items available for
collection. This is no less true of the Exakta system. Exakta
. enthusiasts must necessarily be catalogue collectors, but unfortunately
" no catalogue is complete, Any catalogue represents the manufacturer's
plans for the future, and omits to mention his errors of the past.
"Plans for new equipment often go astray. And, of course, catalogues
rarely list obsolete equipment of any sort.

The Exakta story, like so many others, is complicated by a great
and disastrous war, with long term repercussions on trade., The items
available have more often been those which it was possible to make
rather than those which the designers would like to have made, and
which might have been made in other circumstances,  Exakta cameras have
been made under different regimes and in at least two countries. In
fact, one finds that there is a staggering number of items to record
when one sets out to list them!

As it stands, this checklist, despite the revisions that have
been carried out, is only a beginning. The authors have had access to
a reasonable variety of Exakta equipment but not to vast collections of
‘Exakta on the scale of the Leica collections which now exist and which
‘were available to us when the Leica checklist was written. Thus it has
been a great help to us to have had many members of the Exakta Owners
Club and other owners of Exakta cameras contribute to the information in
~ this revised edition, We should particularly iike to mention the part
played by Mr. K,L. Allinson and Mr. David Wodinsky.

If you are able to supply additional information, or worthwhile
additions please do write to us. We will research your additions/
amendments, and use them to improve future editions of this checklist.
Wo will be delighted because we are Exakta enthusiasts and are always
delighted to learn more. We are sure that future editions of this
checklist will once again prove our favourite axiom,

Nobddx knows everything about the Exakta system. -

Thoroughbred Books,
Parkside,
Maresfield,

Sussex. '

March 1975, July 1978,



" SECTION I. - BACKGROUND

The Ihagee company was started by a Dutchman, Mr. Steenbergen,
(b. about 1895) who had previously started a wholesale camera business
in den Haag and then moved into preduction in Dresden. The Paff patent
~in fact indicates that he was active in Dresden by Fall, 1920, During
the 1920's the works was a single, fair sized modern building outside
Dresden. A new factory at Dresden, Striesen 184, was opened in 1929 or
thereabouts. Previously the business address had been at Schandauer
Strasse 24, Dresden - A. 152 (1925), then at Dresden Striesen 152. It
was an active business, and its trads with the U.K. was highly valued
locally during the years of inflation when the mark was falling fast in
~.value. (Mr. F, Radnik visited the firm at a time when the mark was
3rra111ng from 400 to 1000 to the £. He speaks of dining with Mr. Steenbergen
at a famous local restaurant, the Weissehirsch, and settling the bill for
two with about three English shillings). The .factory labour force was not
large (30-35 persons) but the company's practice of buying in components
made. JThagee far more important to the community than that figure suggests.
Steenbergen himself was a pleasant, rather shy man, yet must have been a
very competent businessman despite a rather reserved manner.

. During the 1920's Mr. Simon Radnik's company was the U.K. importer
for lhagee equipment, and operated in this capacity at 52 Bunhill Road,
London and at 4-5 Love Lane, London, These addresses were offices, the
wholesale warehousing being elsewhere under the care of Mr. Otto Sickel,
Some bulk orders (for example from Wallace Heaton) were despatched direct
from Dresden to retailers.

A substantial part of lhages imports were represented by the Paff
reflex, which sold well ("millions"), although Houghton-Butcher tried to
prove (unsuccessfully) that their patents were infringed by it. Imnitially,
Paff reflexes had a simple meniscus lens and cost 18/- wholesale, 32/6
retail. Later, Zeiss or Meyer lenses with iris diaphragms, hut without
focus movement, were fitted, and the shutter was always of a simple T/1
type. Other lhagee products included a 620 rollfilm camera, a box form
lhagee series reflex camera (1926) and a folding Patent-Klapp reflex (1929).
The -latter was very complicated, and never sold well, One author has
recently owned a folding 9x12 plate camera, and Mr. Radnik knows of at
least one batch of Ihagee stereo cameras made to order for Wallace Heaton
for sale under their trade name "Zodel",

Mr. Radnik senior ceased to trade in the late 1920's (1926?) and died
in 1928, The Ihagee agency passed to Loveless and Hunter of 260 Tottenham
Court Road, London W1, then to Garner and Jones of Polebrook House,

Golden Square, London W1, and subsequently after the war, to XK.G. Corfield,
and later to Clarke and Jones of 41 George Strest, London W1, They in
their turn were followed by Luminos Limited (1963) and then by
Photomarketing Limited (about 19657). .

In general, the Ihagee product line shows a brogressive transition
from the mass production of what was basically a superior box camera to.
the making of fine precision cameras. This must have involved considerable
problems of labour training, the development of equipment and administration,
which must in turn have created a great need for skilled management,

a requirement for access to a local pool of skilled labour and an absolute
need for location in an area in which there were other factories capable
of producing components. One thing is quite clear. The fine workmanship
of the Kine Exakta was hot produced by the same techniques as made the
competent but imprecise mechanism of the Paff! .

: ‘During the 1930's, Ihagee launched three groups of cameras which
‘marked a radically new departure in miniature camera design and which in
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a sense proved to bs the pioneers of the modern proliferation of single
lens reflex cameras. These new designs all had in common a body of
unique trapezoidal shape, and were all described as Exaktas. The
introductions can be listed as follows:

1933  (a) The Vest pocket VP Exaktas for 8 exposures 4.0x 6.5cm on
' 127 rollfilm : .
Note: K.L. Allison (35mm Exakta Handbook) quotes 1931 as
the date of introduction of the VP Exakta. This statement
is based on infoxrmation from ihagee which may possibly have
) referred to prototypes rather than production cameras. ’
1936 (¢) The Kine Exakta for 36 exposures 24 x 36mm on 35mm Kine f£film

1938  (b) The 6 x 6 Exakta for 12 exposures 6 x 6cm on 120 rollfilm

This checklist is concerned with these prewar cameras and with
their postwar successors. It is not clear whether the production of
Exaktas has actually ceaged at the time of this checklist, and it has
been reported that the Exa IA is still in production in 1978. However,
large scale production at the Ihapee works at Dresden apparently ceased
in about 1972, apparently because of poor sales, competition from other
products for factory space and (probably) trade mark conflicts with
manufacturers in West Germany.
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SECTION Ib., NON-EXAKTA CAMERAS (1920-1940)

The following Thagee (or I.H.G.) cameras were listed in this period
in the British Journal Almanac (BJA) or Amateur Photographer (AP) but
the list may not be exhaustive. A considerable source of potential
inaccuracy rests with the fact that Ihagee were one of the sources of
"own brand" cameras sold by the bigger camera retailers. These own brand
cameras were bespoke from Ihagee and delivered in bulk to the store by
Radnik. The first advertisoment for an Ihagee "own brand" camera in the
BJA occurs in 1925,

Paff The Paff was a simple box-shaped caméra, with a combined shutter/
mirror unit, and relatively slow lens. The basic patent (No. 180350)
was to John Steenbergen, 85 Gottfried Keller Strasse, Dresden, dated
19th November 1920 (BJP 14th July 1922). This must give an early date
~for the Dresden enterprise. The Paff was typically a mid-1920's itenm,
the advertising for it running down by about 1328. (AP 28th July 1926,
these prices listed). Frank Radnik thinks there was a version of the
Paff Reflex with a Zeiss lens, but no details of this version have been
found in the advertisements. .
(a) 2 1/4 x 2 1/4in., 6.8 Meyer Gorlitz lens, list £2.50; sale 22

(b) 2 1/4 x 3 1/4in., £6.8 Meyer Gorlitz lens, list £4.50; sale £2,50

(c) Meniscus lens (d) "Zeiss" version (?)
Note: One source refers to the Meyer lens as a “"Trioplan", Also some
variations in trim (absence of 'Sunburst' decal) or mirror lever may have
occurred, ' '

Ultrix Popular A compact folding roll film camera for 3 1/4 x 2 1/4in.,
with leather covered metal body and pull out front, with single
extension. An £6.3 Anastigmat was fitted in a 3~speed shutter,

(2) normal version at £3.30 (AP, 2nd March 1927)

(b} de luxe version, with radial focussing arm and choice of 16,3
Triplex (£5.25), f4.5 Tessar (£10.25) and f4.5 Meyer Anastigmats
in Ibsor or Compur shutters,

. {c) with £8 Rectilinear in 3-speed (BJA 1927 p. 648) at £2.63.
Version (b) became known as the Ultrix Special (21st Sept. 1927) and

led to a series of Ultrix roll film cameras during the early 193Q's,
Of these, the Ultrix Duplex was a version taking both roll film and plate -
a fairly common feature on the better cameras of the period, It was
normally offered in 3 1/4 x 2 1/4in. (6 x 9cm.) with an £6.3 Tessar lens
in Compur shutter, The Ultrix was offered in five sizes:

2 1/4 x 3 1/4in., 2} x 4 1/4in., 3 1/8 x 4 1/8in., 2 7/8 x 4 7/84n.,

and 3 1/4 x 5}in,

The available lenses included IThagee optics of apertures 6.8, 6.3, f4.5;
Veraplan lenses of apertures £6.8 and 4.5, and a Zeiss Tessar of £4.5,
Most combinations of lenses and shutters were possible!

By 1931 (BJA p. 649) the camera was listed as Model 2860, with
brilliant finder, body frame finder and now a self-erecting front. (This
may not have been for the first time in view of the complex front on the
camera in the 1925 BJA p 758),

Prices in 1931 were: '
£3.50 (6.3 Ihagee); £5.60 (f£4.5 Thagee); £9.10 (f4,5 Tessar)

_ Meanwhile a Double Extension Ultrix still existed as follows:

‘Lens Film size(in.)
2 1/4 x 3 1/4 2 1/4 x 4 1/4 3% x 4 1/8
. 16,3 Ihagee 25,25 £5.75 £7
£4.5 Thagee £3,70 £6,.75 £8
£4.5 Veraplan - £9.50 £10.75

£4.5 Tessar £9.30 £10.25 £11,50



The Auto Ultrix No, 2860 was an early (BJA 1931 p. 648, notice p. 297)
self. erecting roll film camera of 3 1/4 x 2 1/4in, format with
leatherette covered aluminium body, frame and brilliant finders and
helical focussing. : -
Prices were (a) £6.3 Ihageo in 3 speed, £3.50
(b) f4.5 Ihagee in Ibsor, £5.60

{(c) f4.,5 Tessar in Compur £9,10
(see also the New Autolette: ean identical picture of what was now stated
to be a VP camerz with a choice of Fern lenses;}. It.is likely that
the importer was in fact buying or advertising only part of the Ultrix
range. The name was still present in the 1937 lists.

Later versions were the auto Ultrix of 1937 {(at £4.20-£5.50) and
the New Autolette of the same year. The latter may be a later version
of the camera listed e.g. in 19833 for VP rollfilm. An Ultrix Stereo
with a longer body and a base board hinged along the long dimension was
also.listed in 1930-31, The Stereo camera had two separate bellows, with
a frame finder and rack-and-pznaon focus, It used film 7 1/4 x 12%cm.
Prices were:
2x% Thagee £6.8 lenses £10.35 (simple shutters)

2% Veraplan f4.5 lenses £17.80 )
2x Zoiss Triotar £6.3 lenses £18.70 ) with Compur shutters
2x Zeiss Tessar 16,3 lenses £22.90 )

The New Gold was {(at least in UK) a 1930 offering, It was a plate
camera with a “"tropical” teak body, brass fittings and Compur shutter.
It was offered in 6x9cm., 9x12cm., and 10x15cm, formats, with a choice of
Ihagee £4.5, Trioplan £3.5 (or £3.8), Veraplan £6.8, Veraplan 4.5 and
Tessar £4.5 lenses, at £15 to 228, It was apparently not a long lived
item.

Another apparently thort lived item of 1830 was the Auto Photoklapp -
a plate or film-pack camera with A prominent side trellis to the self-
erecting front, It was lisied with brilliant and sports finders and
spirit level, and a choice of Ihagee f6.8, 6.3 or £4.5; Meyer Double
Veraplan £4.5 and Zeiss Tessar £4,5 lenses in simple, Ibsor or Compur
shutters at £5 ~ £11 (BJA 1930 p.726).

Other small plate cameras (no details available) were the Pioneer
6 x 9%m., at £9 - £13 (1937) and the 9 x 12¢m, Plate available in 1938
complete with plate holders or film pack adaptor and £4,5 Steinheil
Unofokal lens in Compur at about 850 (USA).

. Two other plate cameras were the Victor (or Victrix) Popular,
Standard and Special of 1927/1928, These had fittings in common with the
Ultrix rollfilms, the Standard having radial focussing and the Special

"double extension rack focussing. Lenses included rectilinears, Triplex
and Trioplan lenses in Zenith 3-speed, Ibsor or Compur shutters.
Prices £2 - £11, :

' There were also some small roll film cameras, The chief were
(1) the Weeny Ultrix for 8-exposure on 127 film or 4,5 x 6cm, plates
(from 1933 onwards, &t choice). 1t had a rigid body, helical focus
movement and folding finder (new in BJA 1932 p.625).

(2) the Parvola for either 4.5 x 6cm. or 3 x 4cm, exposures.

The Weeny was new in 1932 (BJA p.625) with the lens/shutter options
as below,

Prices were:

lhagee f4.5, Pronto £5,25; or Compur £7.25

Tessar f4.5, Compur £12.€0; Tessar £3,5, Compur £12;

Xenar £3.5, Compur £10.50 (Xenar not listod 1833) .




Large format camera$ were oifered by lhagee continuously from 1925,
and were among the first items listed in the BJA's from that year,
especially the folding reflex,

Folding Paternt Klapp or Focal Plane Duplex

This folding reflex camera was woll known in the 1920's. It was normally
made in 2 1/4 x 3 1/4 and 4 1/4 x 3 1/4in, formats, had double extension
stiffened by lazy tongs struts and a focal plans shutter 1/15 - 1/1000 sec,
i1t was a nicely made camera and certainly very compact when folded. But
it was very complex and not too reliable. As the caméra developed, a

10 % 15¢cm. version was added (1930 BJA p.729) as well as a choice of

£4.5 Meyer Veraplan, f4.5 Plasmat or £4,5 Tessar lemses, In 1931, the
lenses also included the £3.5 Meyer Trioplan or 3.5 Veraplan at prices
of up to £50 complete.

Prices wereg:

(a) 3 1/4 x 2 1/4in., £4.5 Meyer, £27.75 (1926)

(b) 3 1/4 x 4 3 /4in., £4.5 Meyer, £32.75 (1926)

(¢) 10 x 15cm. (4 x 6in.) from 1931

The name "Focal Plane Duplex" was also used (more correctly)} for a double
extension plate camera with both focal plane and blade (Ibsor or Compur)
shutters, in three sizes (BJA 1930 p.730). This model thus gave shutter
speeds from 1 sec., - 1/1000sec. as well as rising and cross fronts,
Leather covered body on aluminium was used.

Prices were:

6 x 9cm, 9 x l2cm. 10 x 15cm.

Ibsor Compur Ibsor Compur Ibsor Compur
£4.5 lhagee £13.35 £14.,17 £15.38 £16.35 £16.35 £20.40
£3.5 Trioplan - e17.17 - £21.05 £21.07 £27.75
£4.5 Veraplan £14,70 £15.66 £16,87 £17.85 £17.85 £22.35
£4,5 Tessar £15.66 £16.65 £17.87 £18.80 £18,83 £25.70
£3.5 Tessar - £22.27 - £26.85 £26.85 £33.00

This or a similar camera was also listed as the "Combi",

Night Reflex
: Another "big" reflex was the “Ihagee Night Reflex" of 1930 (BJA
p.730). This was offered in 4.5 x 6cm. and 6.5 x 9cm. with f2 (Model a)
and £f1.5 {(Model b) Meyer Plasmats, and there is a hint that it was not
then new. It is possible that this was the source of the "A.0. Roth”
reflex cameras of the 1920's, no longer listed by then., The "Night
Reflex" appears to have been short lived, and is very unccmmon.
Press cameras

Ihagee also offered Press cameras, with pull-out fronts much like
the corresponding Zeiss Nettels, Typical models were the Sport (1930)
and Press (1937). The focal plane shutters (1/15 - 1/1000 sec.) were
probably as in the folding reflex, but apparently all were of 9 x 1l2cm,
format., The range listed in the 1930 advertisement (BJA p.728) was
as below.
Prices were
Ihagee f4.5, £15.30; Trioplan £3.5, £22.35; Veraplan £4.5, £18,60;
Plasmat f£4, £27,.80; Tessar f4.5, £24; Tessar £3.5, £31.30. (Also listed
1931)
The press cameras continued at least to 1937 and probably until the war,
but the range of lenses was nore limited,

In summary, the Ihagee range of cameras was normally of good quality,
but the cameras were either rollfilm equipment that would not have been



. easily marketable in the 1930's against the Zeiss Ikon Ikontas and

Super lkontas, or were in the dying large format field, Thus a new
product range was urgently needed and was found in the compact,
-@fficient and highly versatile Exakta range. It is likely that this
became a major factory preoccupation, None of the other items has
‘achieved the same long term interest. And by 1939 the UK Agents listed
only the folding Autolette for 4.5 x 6cm, VP with 7cm £4.5 or £3.5 Ihagee
Anagtigmat or 7em £3.5 Xenar in Compur, at £5 - £8.75; and the 1939
version of the Auto-Ultrix for 6 x 9cm. with £4.5 Ihagee Anastigmat at
£5 - £7.25 (Compur shutter) ., Everything else was Exakta,
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SECTION 2. VEST POCKET EXARTA REFLEX

The Vest Pocket Exakta reflex marked a new stage in camera design, in
that it was a genuincly compict vaflex with horizontal film travel,
= using 127 film. 1t seems %o have heen developed in 1932-23 for sale
in mid 18933. (Ad. Am., Phitog, 8/33). The number of proto.ypa or
pre-production camerxs was probably small, and, as usual, they show
differences of detail., Orcs the ¥P Exakta was in production, the bodies
“showed two areas of developmant, Pirstly, there are detailed improvenents
in layout or trim made to all cumeras as part of lhe devolopment of the
line, and secondly, there awc "featur:s™, introduced to Justify the
marketing of a version with different sales appeal. Note: Initially the
- "VP' Exakta body was mevely described as the Exakta. By 1936, the Kine
Exakta was distinguished by the prefix 'Kine', and by 1938 the VP model
was denoted by the description 'standard'. tlowever, the VP designation
is the one now universally used,

The following classification has beon developed by Mr, Stein Falchenberg
and has been cross~checked with the VP Exaktas in the ¢olleetion of the
late Mr. Peter Marchant. The hody numbers quoted are merely those seesn,
and further study in this field will still be worthwhile. All information
concerning body numbers aml variants of VP Exakta equipment will be

. .received with interest,

1932/1933 Prototype and dovolopment models These were used for
illustrations for some years' advertising (e.g. Am, Photog, 8/33,
'showing No. 330232). They can be distinguished by script engraving on
the focus mount, later models being in print. Otherwise nost features
should be as the early commerscial models.

1933 Commercial production of cameras began, but only standard 75mm lenses
were listed. The 40mm throat of the camera resulted from this choice, ang
this narrow throat later caused problems in fitting real wide angle and
very long focus lemses. But Lhis could not be Fforsesn in 1833, Early
commercial cameras had printed letiers on mount, and the speeds on nickel
speed dial (B, 4, 1/23, 1/50, 1/100, 1/200, 1/300, 1/600, 1/1000). The
infinity catch was operatad oy the right hand, and was at 9 o/c around the
lens mount. There was no cover to the red window, a stud on the back
catch, and the camera had steaight strap lugs. The lens mount was a

40 x 0.,5mm thread (approx). "The zsxample described is No. 402844, and
other similar cameras ocour of numiers 408521, 410082 ete. Gn thess
cameras the original pressur: plate was very short and had a black finish.
Note: The Reflex hood was marked 'Thagee’ only, without the 'sun' symbol,

1933, Mcodified model This type had slightly S shaped strap lugs and
the sunburst symbol on the rerflex hootd (seen at No. 410920) .

1934. New model advertiscd with a range of interchangeabla lenses. All
bodies presumably now had the standard thread (40 x 0.75nm approx.) but
the flange to film register ;s reputed to vary. This model now had the
sliding cover over the red window, and a black speed knoty, but still had
knob wind and the infinity caten at 9 o/c for right handed operation,
(seon at No, 418504), The raflex hood has both 'lThagee' and the sunburst




Small nickel rivets wers fitied by ihe cover hinge to steady it upright.

Model A - no clow suoods or delay action

Model B (new) ~ witl slow speec¢ and delay action {(No. 418504
s & knob wind Model B)

1935, Leverwind models introduced at Leipzig fair. These can be
recognised by leverwind + infinity release catch for left-hand operation
at 3 o/c. Speed dials are sometimes black or possibly white metal.
Models A and B were both modificd as above and sold. (Examples: Model

B at No. 431660; 467145h; 468086: 487555; 466730 (white metal speed dial)).

1935 (Autumn) Flash Synchronisation added for use of the Vacublitz iflash
gun, Models A and B continued as before.

1636 Plate Model C introcduccd Essentially a Model B with a back
adapted to take film or V¥ plates, the Model C had a flange to film
reégister which differed by approximately 5mm., This was compensated for
by inserting a ring (body corial numbered!) between the lens and its mount.
Thus, lenses with a long thread scction are required. Since backs are
not easily exchanged, Hodel C's were a factory finished item, Examples
seen have white speed dials, possibly nickel finished and matted.
(Reported at No. 437412, 417807, 468710). The Model C had flash contacts,
but no flashgun retainer sccket. Patent claims can be found impressed
inside the back at No. 447607. The Modcl C has a short bright plated

. pressure plate, Later Model C's have modifications as listed for Model
B's below e.g. chrome trim and/or Vacublitz hole, Accessories included
focus plates, a special pressurc plate for the use of rolifilm, and plate
holders in a flat leatherette case, normally black Thagee type.

Patenis No patents are stamped in the bLacks of early bodies (to No,
118504 at least). By No. 467145, there are tlaims to Brii, Pat. 410306,
414465, and Swiss Pat, 17537€, 176059, Initially, there is no Us Pat.
elaim (No. 466730} but Jater No, 467145, both US and German (D.R.P,)
patents are marked, but the numbers left blank., One camera has no D.R.P.
claim, the others being present (at No. 468096),

1837. New medels with front cover plate {("Scutcheon”)

The above cameras hzd the name and focus movement mounted direct on the
body casting, whose front was finished in enamel, From 1937, the casting
was covered by a thin black enamel on brass cover, and four new sScrews
werc evident to retain it. This may have been connected with improved
standard lens register or assembly procedures. The top line is curved,

Model A -~ no slow speeds as before
Model B ~ with slow speeds

Notes: i) . Chrome trim was iniroduced at this time, probably on the

. Model B and reputedly neves on Model A. Chrome B's include No. 51788X.
' At No. 572498, trim is chrome, but speed dial and focus mount are still
nickel; lens is chrome, :

i) Kine Exaktas (and other camerss) were now in simultancous production
with serial numbers intersrersed,
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Exposed focus threads often wear badly (especially on Night Exaktas) s
and many of the focal plane shutter blinds are by naw perished and
either brittle or pervious to lignt. Also, the slow speeds tend to
stick, often as a result of dirt cn the long linkage of .he two
shutters, which runs across :tha camera back behind the finder screen.

A wide range of original standard lenses was available, The
following table shows the 1933 catalopgue options with pricas in
current sterling for camera and lens, Other lenses were undoubtadly
occasionally fitted, including Corygons, Trioplans (Meyer) and Victars
(Ludwig) but it is not clear to what extent these were factory approved,
Most original Thagee-offered lenses have standard filter mounts.

Notes: 1. The infinity register with some f2.8 Tessars is not the
same .as that of other Exaktas with £3.5 Tessar, or with some accessory
lenses. Could it be that each camera was set up individually to the
or it least to 193772

standard lens provided,

2. The origlnal commeprcial camera was introduced at Leipzig

March 1933, see Am. Photoyg,

'17th May 1933.

Prices from 1938 British Catalogue and 1939 German List

Model . Modsel Night Model
A B Exakta C

Cassar 7.0cm £3.5 Rml 30 Rmi&83 w C
Exakta 7.5¢cm £3.5 £15.00 £19,50 - £24,00
Tegsar 7.0cm £3.5
Tessar 7.5cm £3.5 £19,00 £23.50 - £28,00
- Cassar 7.5cm £2.9 Rm172 Rm2035 - -
Tessar 7.5cm 2.8 £23.00 £27.50 - £32.00
Xenar 7.5cm £3.5 : - £22.50 - -
Makro Plasmat 7.5cm £2.7  Rm225 Rm205 - -
Xenar 7.5¢cm 2.8 - - - -
"(also Xenar £2.97)
Primoplan 8cm £1.9 - - £41.00 -
Primotar 7.5cm £3.5 Rmi54 Rml87 - -
Xenon 8cm £2.0 - - £41.00 -
Suyper Six 8cm f1.9 i A - £37.,50%% -
Biotar 8cm £2.0 - - £49.00 -

Note: The 8cm £2 Biotar was a symmetrical design, and by removing the
rear element and adding a special extension tube, the front section
could be used separately as a 155mm lens of reduced aperture., (1939,

UK Cat. p9),

* Add £1,30 extra for chrome trim (1938)
** This lens was made by Dallmeyer (UK), and may possibly have been
It was also availahle

available only in the UK.
for the Model A at £31.50,

Sea BJA 1937 p.257,
in one source,

For lens options also see BJA 1535 p,594.

Accessories for VP Exaktas

a) Extension tubes A l.5cm. (focus at 13in,) at £0.30

B 3enm

1:1 ratic on film)

{(focus at 8in.) at £0.30
{two B tubes + mount fncus extension

= 7,5cm, gives



1938 or 1939 Body modified with a screw hole above the flash sockets
to retain the Vacublitz flash gun.

Models A and B.known in black and nickel,
{Model B black at 544X34, 544611)
Model B in chrome (No, 572498, 535199, 545052)

Note: This screw hola is actually present on what may be older bodies;
thus it is a p0551b1e retrofit_ item after sale,

" Night Exakta The Night Exakta (1935 onwards) was always a Model B body,

but with the focus mount modified with a larger diameter finger grip to
make the use ol large aperture lenses easier. The focus movement is
less, possibly to reduce wear on the mount. The examples seen have the
same lens changing thread and take the same long focus and wide angle
lenses on models A, B, C. It is likely that some fast lenses have been
swopped onto normal B bodies, possibly especially with 8cm £1.9 Super Six
lenses available direct from Dallmeyer in the U.K.

Type pe'I from 1935, in black and nickel fiqish
sze 2 from 1937/8 in chrome finish

These bodxes will have any other modifications e.g. Vacublitz sockets,
made as standard at the period.

Exakta Junior A simplified Exakta A (engraved Exakta Jr.) (i.e. no
slow speeds but with B, Z) and top speed is 1/500 sec. (Review: Min,
Cam. Mag. 1939 p.555 when “new"). The lens was front cell focussing,
and was carried on a short push-pull tube, locking with a turn-bayonet
when pulled out. Lenses were not 1nterchangeab1e. The body was trimmed
. either i) black enamel or ii) chrome. Synchronised, probably as A's.
Lenses were either lhagee (Meyer?) 7.5cm £4.5 or 7.5c¢m £3.5 Anastigmats,
Prices at Port Said (1938) were Rm 100 and 110 respectively.
“E.g. black and some chrome trim to body, No. 470039, with 75mm £3.5
lhagee Anastigmat No. 715432 with 'M' engraving, front cell to 1.5 metres,
No filter thread, body: no scutrheon screws.

General All VP Exaktas wind film from right to left, Although lever
wind was fitted, automatic spacing was never used, The slow speeds are

- essentially a separate timer at the right end, activated by the mirror
1lift and linked to the main shutter by a linkage in the back of the
camera. Marked shutter speeds can vary. Later bodies seem to have 1/500
in place of 1/600., Speeds normally up to 1/1000 but only to 1/750 has
been reported. The mirror is not instant - returns and fouls the focus
mount if this is not first extended to infinity. The hood was provided
with a 45 wmirror and sports finder = but never (unfortunately) with a
pentaprism, They were among the earliest cameras (by 1935) with built in
flash sync, Some variations in knob finishing have been reported in

- addition to those noted above but maybe due to repairers. Production

_ ‘probably ceased in 1939 or 1940 and never restarted postwar - a pity
~.8ince the 6x6 bodies were bigger, heavier, and did not really replace it.

VP Exaktas are relatively complex to repair. Thus while they are an
attractive ‘'use’ camera as long as 127 film is made, good condition items
should command a premium.
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b) Plate back +focus screen to replace original plate holders

¢) Extension hood for viewing screen plain (£0,30) or with
magnifier (£0.87)

.d) Lens hood 1) .for all 7.5cm lenses (£0.37)

_ ii) for all 8cm lenses (on Night Exakta only) (£0.53)

e) Focussing pin to screw into lens mount for easier focussing
‘movement (£0.10) .

f) Large release button (for use in cold weather) (20.10)

-3} Supplementary close-up lenses these were listed o.g. in the

- 1947 Focal Guide but may not have been original Ihagee itenms,
i) 1 Diopter (38 - 19in. focus range)
ii) 2 Diopter (19 - 13in. focus range)
tii) 3 Diopter (13 =~ 9.5in. focus range)
However a lens of about 1 Diopter was listed prewar at £0.40 (£3.5),

- £0.53 (£2.8) or £0.83 (f2, f1.9 lenses)

h)' Colour filters in 3 sizes for slip~on fit to: _

i) £3.5, ii) £2.8, 1ii) f2, £1.9 lenses (£0.60, £0.75, £1.25
respectively). Normally Light Yellow; Medium Yellow; Dark (deep)
| Yellow; Yellow Green or Green Red; Bluse,

J) Ever ready cases i) for Model A or B (? also Junior)

ii) for Night Exakta
i i1i) for Model C with plate back
k) 8Solid cases (square) for camera and telephoto lens and filter
1) for Model A and B
11) for Model C
1i1) for Night Exakta

1) Attache case fitted any model

m) Enlargers with VP lens mount. These were for wall mounting and
i) and ii) were supplied without lens hoard. o

i) Standard Exakta for up to 4% x 6cm; to 12 x 10in, (probably
- from 1937) .
i) Lumimax for up to 6 x 6cm; to near 15 x 12in. (£4.50 - £6.50
with condensers in 1938) .,
1ii) Projection Lumimax, @p to 6 x 6cm. Can be used for larger
projection after 90° swing and as a lantern (£10,50).

n) Microscope adaptor hinged for access to eyepiece (£5.97 1937)

0) Flash gun (as for Kine Exakta but with "Sunburst" logo) and synch
plug lead, as a small Vacublitz outfit or a large outfit (off camera
bulb) at £2,25,

P) Reproduction stand (= Frame) with base, column and arm for
copying, £6.50, ' :

Q) Small tripod with ball and socket head, £2.50, also two ball type
ball and socket head, £0.33,

Interchangeaﬁle lenses for VP Exakta

Since the VP Exakta body incorporated a focussing movement, it was
easy to mount lenses on a simple barrel for use on the camera., However
the narrow throat (only 36mm approx.} caused vignetting with long lenses
unless they were telephotos with rather small rear emission discs, And
the presence of a reflex mirror limited wide angle lenses at a period
when retrofocus designs were not normally used. Thus alien lenses are
‘likely to be of 8 to 10cm focal length. The listed lenses were:






