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Ihagee – the Men 

and the Cameras 

This book describes not only the Exaktas 

but nearly all other Ihagee cameras 

By Peter Longden 

You may download it from 

www.exaktacircle.org/Books/ihgmen&cam.pdf 
70MB 

 

 

 

 

Contents 

 

Introduction 

 
1.  Johan Steenbergen – The Reluctant Tailor 
2.  Marcolinistraße -  and the birth of Ihagee 

3.  The move to Gottfried-Keller Straße 
4.  Schandauer Straße – “The House of a Thousand Hands” 

5.  Years of growth – and the birth of a legendary camera.  
6.  1939 and turmoil 

      7.  The Restart. 

  Blasewitzerstraße, the Russians,  
                      and the German Democratic Republic. 

8.  Exakta Varex ! The legend continues. 

9.  The last years 
10. In retrospect 

 

 Appendices: 
 

(a) Glossary 

(b) Model listing and body numbers 
(c) Accessories 
(d) The critical letters from the Communist Government to 

  Ihagee - 1945-1948. 
 

 


