
 1 

Exakta   
Krótka Historia 

Doskonałości 

EXAKTA   
A SHORT HISTORY OF PERFECTION 

Book about Exakta in the Polish 

language 

by Paweł Fila and Jerzy 

Szajta  

  

 

 List of contents 
 
From the authors  …….………………....………………………………………….…….….5 
 
Introduction   ………………………………………………………………………………..…6 
 
CHAPTER 1. People and History 

The Rise and Fall of Ihagee Dresden   …………….........……………...……....8 
Exakta in Poland, prewar  ……………...…………………………….………..…38 
… after the war, in Poland    ….………………………….…………… …..........43 
 
Classification of camera models   ……………….……………………….….....46 

 
CHAPTER 2. Ihagee reflex cameras for wide format film 

Exakta Vest Pocket, 1933 - 1939   ….………………….……….……..…….…..50 

1. Exakta VP, model A, 1933 – 1939   …………………………………...….…..51 

2. Exakta VP, model B, 1933 – 1939   ………….…………………………….....61 

3. Exakta VP, model C, 1935 – 1939   …………………………………………..74 

4. Exakta Night VP, 1934 – 1946   ………….……………………………………78 
5. Exakta VP Junior, 1934 – 1939   ……………………………………….….….84 

Lenses for Exakta VP   …………..………………………………………….…….94 
Cameras for 6 cm film   ……………..………………..…………………..….……98 
Exakta 6/6, 1938 ………………………………………………………..……....…100 
Exakta 6x6, 1950    ……………………………….……………………….……....105 
EXAKTA 66, 1985  …………………….………………………………….…….…109 

 
CHAPTER 3. Ihagee cameras for 35 mm film - Exakta  ………..……….….....113 
 Kine Exakta, Kine Exakta II, prewar 

1. Kine Exakta (Kine Exacta, USA), 1936 – 1948   …………….………….…114 

 2. Kine Exakta II, 1948 – 1950   ………………………………………….…......126 
Exakta Varex, Exakta Varex VX, Exakta Varex IIa, Exakta Varex IIb, 
Exakta VX 1000, Exakta VX 500   
3. Exakta Varex (Exakta V., USA), 1950 – 1951   ………………………….….133 

 4. Exakta Varex VX (Exakta VX, USA), 1951 – 1956   ……………………....143 
 5. Exakta Varex IIa (Exakta VX IIa, USA), 1956 – 1962   …………………...160 

 6. Exakta Varex II b (Exakta VX II b, USA), 1963 – 1967   ………………….176 
7. Exakta VX 1000, Exakta TL VX 1000,  
Elbaflex VX 1000, VX 1000, 1967 – 1970   ……….…………………………....181 
8. Exakta VX 500, VX 500, 1969 – 1972   ……………………….……..…….…191 
Exakta RTL 1000, 1969   ………………………………………….……….……..196 

West Berlin Exakta 
Exakta Real, Ihagee West, 1966    ……………….…………….…………..…..200 

Exakta Japan made 



 2 

   made by Cosina...        
Exakta Twin TL, 1970    ……………………………..…………….………….….203 
Exakta HS-1, HS-2, HS-3, HS-10, HS-40, 1983    ……………...………….….205   

made by Petri... 
Exakta TL 1000, TL 500, 1972    …………..……………………….…………...208 
Exakta FE 2000, 1973    ……………..……………………………….……...…..210 
… Topcon at end… 
Exakta from Tokyo - model EDX 2, EDX 3, KE 4 and KE 5   ………….…..211 

 
CHAPTER 4. Exa, the little sister…   …………………………..…………….………....214 

1. Exa model "0", 1950 – 1962   ………………… …………………….……...216 
2. Exa I, 1962 – 1963   ………………………………………………….…..…...232 

3. Exa Ia, 1964 – 1977   …………………………… ……………………………235 
4. Exa Ib, 1977 – 1985, Exa 1c, 1985 – 1987   …… …………………….…..241 

5. Exa II,  1960 – 1961   …………...…………………………………………….246 
6. Exa IIa, 1963 – 1964, new age…   …………..…………………….………..250 
7. Exa IIb, 1965 – 1960   ……………………………………………….………..254 

8. Exa 500, Exakta 500, VX 200,  1966 – 1969    …………..……….……….256 

 
CHAPTER 5. Lenses for Exakta and Exa 35 mm     .………..……………….……….260 

Dresden and surroundings    
Carl Zeiss Jena   ………………………………………………………….……...262 
Hugo Meyer Görlitz    …………………………………………………….……...273 
Ernst Ludwig Optisches Werk, Weixdorf    ................................................286 

Feinmess Dresden    ....................................................................................287 

Münich based manufacturers  
 A.Schacht Münich / Ulm-Donau    ..............................................................288 

Schneider Kreuznach  and  ISCO   .............................................................291 
Steinheil Optik Münich   ..............................................................................298 

Heinz Kilfitt Münich    ..................................................................................307 

Enna Werk    .................................................................................................309 
…some other German companies  
Novoflex from Memmingen   ……..……………………………………………313 

Rodenstock, Würzburg    …………………………………………………….…314 
„Excellent Three“ from Berlin 
Astro – Geselschaft Bielicke GmbH & Co. KG , Berlin   ..........................315 
Piesker & Co., Berlin  ..................................................................................316  
TEWE OGH, Berlin-Schöneberg   ...............................................................317 
…rest of the world  
Pierre Angénieux, France    ………………………………………………...….318 

J.H.Dallmeyer, London, UK   ………………………………………………......322 
Old Delft (De Oude Delft), of course from Holland    …….……………......323 
ELGEET, Rochester, N.Y.     ……………………………………………….......324 

ARCO, Shashin Kogyo, Tokyo   ……………………………………………....324 
… some words about colour, and about future    ……………………..…..325 

 
CHAPTER 6. Accessories 

Viewfinders for 35 mm format film cameras 
 Viewfinders with built in pentagonal prisma   ……………………………..331 
 Waist level finders – „chimneys”    ……………………………………..…...346 
 Viewfinders for 6 cm format film cameras    …                      ……….……356 
 Focussing screens    ……………………………………………………………358 
 Take-up spools    …….……………………………………………………….....366 
 Lightmeters    ………………………………………………………………….....367 
 Special purposes viewfinders    ………………………………………….…...376 

Miscellaneous equipment    …………………………………………………....378 
Macrophotography equipment    …………………………………………...…380 
Flash lamps    ………………………………………………………………….....384 
Stereophotography equipment    ……………………………………………..390 

 
CHAPTER 7. Advice for collectors  …………..…………………………  ……….……394 
 
Closing word    …………...……………………………………………………………..…407 
Bibliography    ……………………………..…………………………………………..…...408 
 


